THE JUNIOR LABOUR MINISTERS
loan been considered ? " he was asked.    " Yes, but that was
impossible/' he replied.
In a final word, very earnestly and impressively he assured
them that he did not expect them to follow him. They were
all young men with their lives before them. They must think
of their careers. They must not risk their future by following
him into the wilderness. They would have considerable Party
advantages if they were in the Opposition. He had fully
safeguarded the position of Labour Members in that there
would be no coupon election.
With one of those strange lapses that even the cleverest
men make, he did not see that he was claiming for himself a
higher moral code than these young Ministers. For him it was
the path of duty and the way of sacrifice. But they were
young ; their motive should be self-interest.
The audacious hypocrisy of MacDonald is shown in the
sequel to this meeting, which was an anti-climax, not without
its elements of humour. On the day after the meeting, Mr.
Shinwell, who as Minister of Mines had been present at the
meeting of Junior Ministers, found a very worried Prime
Minister on the 'phone, at an extraordinarily early hour in
the morning. MacDonald was in a difficulty. Would Shinwell
return to his old post, as Minister of Mines in the c National *
Government ? Shinwell refused at once. He would stand by
the Labour Party. Some time after, the Prime Minister rang
up again. This time it was to make another astonishing
request. Would Shinwell suggest anyone for the job ? Shinwell
was somewhat taken aback. He told the Prime Minister
that he was afraid he could not advise him. Then the Prime
Minister mentioned several names, including that of Mr.
Milner Gray.
The bare-faced impudence of MacDonald's sudden volte-
face amazed Shinwell. Within twenty-four hours of advising
him not to endanger his career by joining the * National'
Government, he was earnestly appealing to him to take the
opposite course. On Monday, MacDonald, the hero-martyr,
was going out into the wilderness alone. On Tuesday, with a
complete contempt for consistency, he shamelessly invites
Shinwell to commit what he had described as political suicide.
Why had he changed his mind ? The man whom he had
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